Looking around
Dolan Geiman’s
studio in Chicago,
it would be easy
to believe that you
had stepped into
the lab of a scientist
collecting specimens
or an anthropologist
who has been
collecting visual
data from years of
discarded ephemera.
Boxes and shelves
are piled with old
books, magazines,
World War II posters,
and handwritten
civil war love letters.
Wooden crates
are overflowing with small paint chips, wooden nickels,
metal ornamentations, and peeled wallpaper sections
from abandoned buildings. These discarded objects and
materials from days of yore are assembled and preserved.
Whether a torn corner from an old rodeo poster, a pocket-
worn penny, or even a sketch from the bleached bones of
a cow skull abandoned in the field, each is the conduit for
inspiration.

Elevating this obsession with collecting and a reverence for
vernacular culture into a rich artistic process, Dolan uses

a mix of mediums to bring fruition to his ideas. The actual
process of creation begins with a salvaged background
surface, often times a panel of wood from shipping crates
or road signs. Dolan prefers wood over canvas because

it has the ability to retain its own character. The surface
treatment continues with the addition of painted layers,
ink, gouache, or glued papers.

After allowing this first phase to dry, Dolan adds
additional layers of painted, screen printed, collaged,

or hand-drawn imagery. These layers are often given
the appearance of being weathered by using various
techniques to distress sections of the background. The
final phase is the addition of a key image, either a single
form such as a cowboy or grasshopper or a montage of
images such as an agrarian scene. This last key image
becomes the focal point for the piece, suspended against
a complex, multi-layered background. The effect is

like driving down a dirt road deep in the county and
experiencing the colors, textures, and imagery of each
passing roadside billboard.

From his framed mixed media works to his more
painterly creations on wood, Dolan Geiman is a prolific
contemporary artist exploring the realms of collage,
folk art, and green design. Combining his background
in printmaking and sculpture with his fascination with
discarded and aged materials, Dolan’s works combine
the vigor of a youthful eye with the wisdom of a mature
creator. Dolan works from a sustainable manufacturing
center in Chicago’s Bridgeport neighborhood, the

first building of its kind in the area. All original works
are handmade with a commitment to upcycling,
approximately 75%-80% of the materials obtained from
recycled sources.



